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The Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship was established in 2002 to provide financial support to Missouri Region Phi Theta Kappa members while they are enrolled in associate degree coursework.  The Missouri Leaders of Promise program also supports the development of leadership, by encouraging recipients to participate in Society programs.


PURPOSE______________________________
The purpose of the Missouri Leaders of Promise scholarship program is to provide Phi Theta Kappa members with financial resources to help defray educational expenses while enrolled in a two-year college and to develop leadership potential by engaging students in Society programs. 

CASH AWARDS________________________
Three Missouri Leaders of Promise scholarship recipients will receive a $400 cash stipend. The award will be disbursed in two equal payments of $200 per semester.  

The first $200 payment will be made after the recipients are selected on or before August 1, 2012. The second $200 stipend will be paid the following semester once the student 1) provides documentation of enrollment in a minimum of six semester hours, 2) has successfully maintained a minimum 3.25 cumulative grade point average, and 3) submits a signed Participation Requirement Form verifying participation in at least five chapter activities in his or her Phi Theta Kappa chapter during the fall 2012 semester . 

CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY__________
· A student must be a Missouri Region Phi Theta Kappa member in good standing and currently enrolled in a community college at the time of application.
· Students must have a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA out of a possible 4.0 at the time of application on all associate degree coursework.
· Part-time students, full-time students and international students are eligible to apply.
· Students who have completed 42 semester hours or less of associate degree course work by January 31, 2012, are eligible to apply.
· Students must not hold an associate’s degree or bachelor’s degree from any community college or senior institution.
· Students must enroll at a community college for the 2012-2013 academic year in a minimum of six semester credit hours each semester.
· The student’s record must be free from suspension, probation or any disciplinary action.
· The recipient(s) must participate in at least five (5) Phi Theta Kappa activities during the fall 2012 semester.

Note: Any scholarship recipient, who does not fulfill the eligibility requirements set forth in these guidelines, will be required to repay any scholarship monies previously received. The recipient will be required to repay the first installment of scholarship monies and will be ineligible for the second installment if any of the following conditions exist: 1) does not enroll in classes; 2) enrolls in less than or drops below the minimum number of semester credit hours; 3) does not maintain at least a 3.25 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale; 4) the recipient is placed on suspension, probation, or any disciplinary action; or 5) does not fulfill the minimum chapter participation requirements after receiving the first installment. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES___________ 
· Follow all instructions.
· Photocopied forms and official transcripts may be submitted.
· Partial materials, even submitted before the deadline, will be deemed ineligible.
· Completed applications must be submitted in one packet to be received (not postmarked) on or before April 1, 2012.

APPLICATION MATERIALS____________
An application can be downloaded from the Missouri
Region web site:
http://www.macc.edu/~ptk_mo/mo_scholars.html
Mail or email complete application to be received
(not postmarked) on or before April 1, 2012, to:
Cheryl Winter
Advisor, Missouri Alumni Association
Metropolitan Community College
20301 East 78 Highway
Independence, MO 64057
Email: Cheryl.Winter@mcckc.edu
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Use additional pages to complete the essay, letter of recommendation and official transcript requirements of the application. Pay special attention to the order in which the sections are submitted in your application packet.  


1.  Applicant Biographical Information.  Must be completed by the applicant.

2.  Applicant Eligibility Certification.  Must be completed and signed by the student’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter advisor certifying that the student meets all requirements and is a Phi Theta Kappa member in good standing.

3.  Essay (may not exceed 500 words).  Must answer ALL of the following:
A. How has being a member of Phi Theta Kappa contributed to your growth as a scholar?
B. Describe plans for your future involvement in the chapter.
C. Describe the goals you have for yourself, your chapter, your college, and your community that you can work toward through your involvement in Phi Theta Kappa.

4.  Letter of Recommendation.
· Must accompany this application to give judges an expanded picture of the applicant’s leadership potential.
· Must be addressed to the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship Committee.
· The letter should be from a non-advisor faculty member or administrator at the community college where the student is currently enrolled and should describe a specific incident(s) that demonstrates the applicant’s potential for leadership.
Current Community College:	Faculty Member	  Administrator             (check one)
Recommender’s Name: __________________________________  Title: ________________________________
Telephone Number: _____________________________________  E-mail _______________________________

5.  Official Transcript(s).
· Transcript(s) must include applicant’s complete college record.  Include transcripts from all colleges attended.
· Advisement or Student Copy transcripts will not be accepted.
· Applicants whose transcript(s) show more than 42 semester hours of associate degree coursework completed as of January 31, 2012, are ineligible for the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship.
WAIVER AND SIGNATURE.  Must be signed by the applicant and submitted with the application.
I agree to allow my name to be placed in application for the 2012 Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarships.        I fully understand my receipt of any stipend for the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship is contingent upon my enrollment in a minimum of six semester credit hours at a community college in fall 2012 and spring 2013 semesters, fulfillment of participation requirements, and maintenance of the required grade point average.  The information I have submitted is true to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the contents of this application are subject to verification and, if found untrue, will result in my disqualification.  I agree that I will spend Missouri Leaders of Promise funds at the community college level for fees, tuition, and other educational needs, and that I will provide documentation of these expenditures, if requested.  I also understand that if I do not fulfill the eligibility and participation requirements set forth in these guidelines, I will be required to repay any scholarship monies previously received.
 
Signature of Applicant ______________________________________________   Date ___________________
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APPLICANT BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
To be completed by the applicant:

Legal Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
                                                        Last Name			      First Name			    M.I.
Permanent Address: __________________________________________________________________________
			        Number                                                Street                                                    Apartment Number	
                                  __________________________________________________________________________
		                        City	                                                      State			                   Zip
Telephone: (________)___________________   E-mail Address: ______________________________________ 
Phi Theta Kappa Membership ID #: ________________________   Date of Birth:  _______ / _______ / _______
Community College you are currently attending: ____________________________________________________
College Address: ____________________________________________________________ MO _____________
			       Number                      Street                                              City			         Zip
Phi Theta Kappa Chapter: ______________________________________________________________________
What is your major field of study? _______________________________________________________________
Based on all college coursework completed, what is your cumulative GPA?   __________ on a __________ scale.
As of January 31, 2012, how many college level credit hours have you completed?  _________________
What date do you expect to graduate from the institution where you are currently enrolled?   _________________
Describe briefly your long-range goals and career ambitions. __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION
To be completed by the applicant’s Phi Theta Kappa Chapter Advisor:

Advisor's Name  _____________________________________________________________________________
                                                                    Last Name			First Name			M.I.
Community College __________________________________________________________________________
College Address ____________________________________________________________  MO ____________
			    Number                Street			          City	 		          Zip
Telephone (_______) _____________________ E-mail ______________________________________________
I verify that ___________________________________________ is a Phi Theta Kappa member in good standing,
and meets the eligibility requirements of the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship. 
Chapter Advisor's Signature ___________________________________________  Date __________________
Phi Theta Kappa Chapter: ______________________________________________________________________
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To be completed and signed by the student's Phi Theta Kappa Chapter Advisor

One purpose of the Missouri Leaders of Promise scholarship program is to promote active participation in Phi Theta Kappa chapter activities. In order to receive the second award disbursement of $200.00, recipients must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25, must participate in at least five (5) of the following Phi Theta Kappa activities during the fall 2012 semester, and must enroll in at least six (6) credit hours of coursework during the spring 2013 semester. Participation in all listed activities is not a requirement.  Activities must be completed in the fall semester prior to the recipient's second scholarship disbursement request.

A recipient assuming a larger leadership role in a chapter activity may fulfill more than one of the activity requirements listed below.  Final interpretation of the student’s fulfillment of required activities is the responsibility of the chapter advisor. 

Student’s Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Month and year requesting second award disbursement ___________________________________________

Activity									Advisor’s	Date
									Initials		Completed
Attend three chapter meetings						_______	__________
Participate in one Phi Theta Kappa fundraising activity			_______	__________
Participate in a Honors in Action activity					_______	__________
Participate in one Phi Theta Kappa service activity				_______	__________
Chair or co-chair a Phi Theta Kappa committee				_______	__________
Represent your chapter by volunteering at a college-sponsored function	_______	__________
Attend an official Phi Theta Kappa regional meeting			_______	__________
Participate in one Phi Theta Kappa fellowship activity			_______	__________
Participate in an induction ceremony					_______	__________
Participate in a new member orientation					_______	__________
Assist with one international or regional Hallmark Awards entry		_______	__________
Submit an article or assist with your chapter or regional newsletter		_______	__________
or Phi Theta Kappa chapter or regional web site
Complete the Leadership Development Course (if offered at your school)	_______	__________
Hold a leadership position in another college or community organization	_______	__________

I hereby verify that  __________________________________________________ completed the above activities as


indicated.  I also certify that the student’s cumulative GPA is _________ on a __________ scale and has enrolled in


enrolled in __________ credit hours at ____________________________________ for the spring 2013 semester.
                                                                             Name of Community College

Chapter Advisor's Signature ___________________________________________  Date __________________
							         
Applicant must submit this form prior to the start of the spring 2013 semester
Mail completed form to: Cheryl Winter, Advisor, Missouri Alumni Association
Metropolitan Community College, 20301 East 78 Highway, Independence, MO 64057
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[bookmark: _GoBack]It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that all application requirements are complete and included, in the order listed below, before submission. Applications that are incomplete, contain incorrect information, or received late will be disqualified.


Application packet must be submitted with all required documents in the order listed:
· Application Instructions with signed Student Waiver
· Applicant Biographical Information and Eligibility Certification Form signed by the Chapter Advisor
· Essay
· Letter of Recommendation
· Official Transcript(s) of student's complete college record

1.   Submit the application and one copy of all documents in the order listed above.  For this requirement, documents may be photocopied for submission.
2. Downloaded application is formatted with text boxes that can be filled in using a word processing program.
3. Application must be neatly typed and complete including all required pertinent information.
4. Essay must: answer all of the three questions, not exceed 500 words, be neatly typed and double-spaced using no smaller than 10-point type, and 1-inch margins. Essays that exceed the 500-word limit will be disqualified.
5. Essay should be free from grammar and spelling errors. Ask someone to proofread it for you.
6. Recommendation letter from a non-advisor faculty member or administrator at the community college where the student is enrolled must be addressed to the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship Committee and must address the required topic attesting to the leadership potential of the student.
7. Applicant Eligibility Certification, confirming student's eligibility, must be completed and signed by student’s chapter advisor. 
8. Participation Requirement Form, confirming student’s participation during the fall 2012 semester, is required in order to receive the second $200 scholarship stipend. The form must be completed and signed by the chapter advisor and submitted by the scholarship recipient prior to the start of the spring 2013 semester. 
9. All forms must be signed where required.  Applications with missing required signatures will be disqualified.
10. Application may be photocopied but may not in any way be expanded or altered from its original form.
11. Application must be stapled.  Do not paper clip or place application in a folder.

APPLICATION JUDGING CRITERIA
	Essay									30 possible points
	(Is it clear in thought and well presented?  Does it answer all questions?  Is it neat with few
	or no spelling and grammar errors?  Does it follow the required format?) 
	Official Transcript(s)							10 possible points
	(Judges consider cumulative GPA, rigor of courses attempted, and credit hours completed)
	Letter of Recommendation						10 possible points
	(Is it addressed to the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship Committee?  Does it address
	the required topic?  Is the letter written specifically for the scholarship?)
	Applicant Biographical Information and Eligibility Certification	10 possible points
	(Is it complete, accurate, and neat?)
	Application Instructions and Signed Waiver				10 possible points
	(Is it complete, accurate, neat, and signed?)

JUDGING RUBRICS
ESSAY
How has being a member of Phi Theta Kappa contributed to your growth as a scholar?
	10 points
	The nominee was heavily involved in and contributed to chapter projects at the chapter, college, community and regional levels.  The nominee’s participation demonstrated ambition and persistence, leading to significant personal growth as a scholar.  The nominee answered the question completely; presentation is impeccable; perfectly neat and orderly throughout; spelling and grammar were faultless  

	7 points
	The nominee was involved in and contributed to chapter projects at the chapter, college, and community levels.  The nominee’s contributions demonstrated ambition and persistence, leading to personal growth as a scholar.  The nominee answered the question with one or two exceptions; presentation is acceptably neat and orderly throughout; there were a few spelling and/or grammar errors.  

	4 points
	The nominee contributed to chapter projects at the chapter, college, and community levels.  The nominee’s contributions demonstrated ambition and persistence but did not demonstrate his/her personal growth as a scholar.  The nominee did not answer the question completely; presentation lacked neatness and organization; there were many spelling and/or grammar errors.  



Describe plans for your future involvement in the chapter.
	10 points
	The nominee demonstrates plans that include significant involvement in chapter projects; plans to assume a leadership role in the chapter and significantly participate at the chapter, college, regional, and community levels.  The nominee answered the question completely; presentation is impeccable; perfectly neat and orderly throughout; spelling and grammar were faultless  

	7 points
	The nominee demonstrates plans that include involvement in chapter projects serving as a role model in projects at the chapter, college, and community levels. The nominee answered the question with one or two exceptions; presentation is acceptably neat and orderly throughout; there were a few spelling and/or grammar errors.   

	4 points
	The nominee demonstrates plans that include involvement in chapter projects.  The nominee did not answer the question completely; presentation lacked neatness and organization; there were many spelling and/or grammar errors.  



Describe the goals you have for yourself, your chapter, your college, and your community that you can work
toward through your involvement in Phi Theta Kappa.
	10 points
	The nominee demonstrates goals that will lead to significant personal growth and chapter development as a result of the nominee’s involvement in Phi Theta Kappa.  The nominee’s goals include increasing awareness of Phi Theta Kappa membership and significant contributions to the chapter, college, and community through his/her participation.  The nominee answered the question completely; presentation is impeccable; perfectly neat and orderly throughout; spelling and grammar were faultless  

	7 points
	The nominee demonstrates goals that will lead to personal growth and chapter development as a result of the nominee’s involvement in Phi Theta Kappa.  The nominee’s goals include increasing awareness of Phi Theta Kappa membership and contributions to the chapter, college, and community through his/her participation.  The nominee answered the question with one or two exceptions; presentation is acceptably neat and orderly throughout; there were a few spelling and/or grammar errors.   

	4 points
	The nominee demonstrates goals leading to personal growth as a result of the nominee’s involvement in Phi Theta Kappa.  The nominee’s goals include contributions to the chapter, college, and community.  The nominee did not answer the question completely; presentation lacked neatness and organization; there were many spelling and/or grammar errors.   




OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT(S)
	10 points
	The nominee meets or exceeds the requirement of 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale.  The nominee has enrolled in rigorous coursework toward the completion of his/her associate degree.  The nominee meets the credit hours requirement.

	7 points
	The nominee meets the requirement of 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. The nominee’s coursework meets the requirements of his/her associate degree program including a one or two rigorous courses.  The nominee meets the credit hours requirement. 

	4 points
	The nominee meets the requirement of 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale.  The nominee’s level of coursework meets the minimum requirements of his/her associate degree program but lacks rigorous courses.  The nominee meets the credit hours requirement.    



LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION
	10 points
	The letter of recommendation was written by a non-advisor faculty or administrator at the community college where the student is currently enrolled.  The letter is addressed to the Missouri Leaders of Promise Scholarship Committee.  The letter attests to the leadership potential of the nominee, providing one or more examples of the student’s leadership accomplishments.  



APPLICANT BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION AND ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION
	10 points
	The Applicant Biographical Information and Eligibility Certification Form is complete, including signatures and all required information.  The forms are neat and orderly throughout; presentation is impeccable; spelling is faultless.

	7 points
	The Applicant Biographical Information and Eligibility Certification Form has a blank space where information is required; required signatures are included.  The forms are acceptably neat and orderly; a few spelling errors.

	4 points
	The Applicant Biographical Information and Eligibility Certification Form has more than one blank space where information is required; required signatures are included.  There are many spelling errors.



APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND SIGNED WAIVER
	10 points
	The Application Instructions and Signed Waiver Form is complete with all required information and applicant’s signature.

	7 points
	The Application Instructions and Signed Waiver Form has a blank space where information is required; includes applicant’s signature.

	4 points
	The Application Instructions and Signed Waiver Form has more than one blank spaces where information is required; includes applicant’s signature
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